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From the Headteacher
Dear Parents

As you will see from the right
hand side of this page, this is a
bumper edition of Headlines!
Due to the term dates we have
had just two newsletters since
Christmas. | hope you will find
time to read the accounts of all
that has happened this term.

In a fairly short term our students have participated
in an astonishing variety of activities. We have seen
an outstanding production of ‘Blood Brothers’ and
an excellent Spring Concert. There have been day
visits to universities, concerts, historic sites and
areas of geographical interest. There have been
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expeditions, a visit to
France, the Year 7 residential and work experience
in Germany. There has been sporting success
including winning County championships, and fancy
dress for World Book Day. Some of these events
are described in the student pages of this edition.
Clearly this amazing range of activities is only
possible through the dedication and commitment of
our staff who are so generous with their time.

The School will see some significant changes in the
short and medium term. We have two newly
appointed deputy headteachers, starting at different
times in the summer term. There are changes to our
admissions arrangements from September 2016
which will help to increase the School’s focus on the
local community and cater for a future expansion to
6 forms of entry. Our inclusion in the Government’s
flagship Priority Schools Building programme will
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address the serious structural issues in our main
1956 buildings. There are further details on these
changes included in this newsletter.

Many of our students will be sitting public
examinations shortly after the Easter break; we
hope they will use the holiday and their last few
weeks wisely and we wish them every success.
Our best wishes to all of you for the Easter break.

Mr J Constable - Headteacher

The summer term starts on Monday 13
April at 8.20 am. There will be normal
lessons from the very start so all students
should come properly prepared.

Diary dates for the Summer will be
published in the next edition and can be
found on the school website.
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Staff update

At the end of this term we say goodbye to two
members of staff.

Mr Dawson Whitman is retiring from his role as
technician in the Design Technology department.
Mr Whitman has provided support for teachers and
students alike in the resistant materials workshop
over the last 8 years and many students past and
present have valued his advice and guidance on
techniques and use of the machinery. We wish him
a long and happy retirement .

Mrs Rachel Smith leaves us after just under
three years as Deputy Headteacher. During that
time she has overseen the development of many
aspects of school life. One of her most significant
achievement has been the development of our
student safeguarding team and the systems we
have in place to support students emotional
wellbeing. We know this has had a profound impact
on a number of our students across the school. Mrs
Smith takes up her new post as Headteacher of
Beaconsfield High School in the summer term, and
we wish her every success.

Parents will also be aware that Mr Berwick Mitchell,
Deputy Headteacher, will also be leaving the school
at the end of the summer term. We have appointed
two new Deputy Headteachers following a recruitment
process just before February half term:

e Mr Chris Thomas joins us at the start of the
summer term. Mr Thomas is an experienced
Deputy Headteacher, currently working at
Woolwich Polytechnic School and with previous
experience at John Madjeski Academy in Reading,
and Oxford Academy.

e Mr David Harding will join us immediately after
the May half term break. Mr Harding is currently
Assistant Headteacher at Heathside School in
Weybridge.

These starting arrangements will enable our two new
Deputy Headteachers to receive an effective handover
of responsibilities prior to Mr Mitchell leaving at the
end of the summer term. We look forward to
welcoming Mr Thomas and Mr Harding to the school.

The School Council were involved in these
appointments; Council members from all year groups
spent an hour with candidates on the second day of
the process and were thoroughly professional
interviewers. We are very grateful to them for their
input.

Mr J Constable - Headteacher

Admissions to Year 7 in September 2016

Following a period of consultation, our confirmed
Admissions Arrangements for entry to Year 7 and
Year 12 in 2016 will be published on the school
website by 15th April in line with the School
Admissions Code. Thank you to those parents
who responded following the publication of the
proposals in the last newsletter.

The arrangements include the introduction of a
Local admission Area covering postcode areas SL3
0, SL3 7 and SL3 8. Applicants with a permanent
address within these areas will be offered a place at
the school provided they achieve at least the
eligibility score of 111 in the 11+ entrance
examination. Places for applicants living in the
wider Admission Area will be allocated places
based on rank order in the 11+ examination. For
further detaisl, please refer to the school website
where all the relevant information will be available
after the Easter break.

Please note that online registration for the 11+ test
for 2016 entry will open on Friday 1 May and closes
on Friday 19 June. No applications for testing will
be accepted after this date.

Buildings update

The school has been included on the list of 277
schools whose condition needs will be met through
Phase 2 of the Government’s Priority Schools
Building Programme (PSBP2). This will involve the
replacement of the original 1956 buildings which
are suffering from significant structural issues.

This is excellent news which will lead to greatly
improved accommodation for our students over the
next few years. However, we have very little
information from DfE so far. All we know about the
next step is the following extract from our
notification email:

“The PSBP2 team will....... arrange a site visit as
part of an initial scoping study. PSBP2 will run
from 2015 to 2021 and work on successful
schools will be scheduled across the whole
lifetime of the programme. Our aim is to
communicate the programme of work for all
schools in autumn 2015, so that you will be clear
when you can expect work on your project to
begin.”

We will give you more information when we receive
it, which may now be after the election in early May.

Mr G Trigg - Business Manager
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International School Award

We are delighted to have gained the Intermediate
Level of the British Council International School
Award.

i
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL AWARD

The Award recognises the development of an
international perspective in  our curriculum,
including overseas visits and projects with a link
school in India. The assessors’ report stated:

This is an excellent application and a credit to
your school. It clearly demonstrates your
commitment to international education and to
wishing to embed the international dimension
once again into your curriculum......The work
you have done with your partner school is also
impressive and provides a great opportunity for
you to study some of the global themes you
have selected in a contextual manner in order to
bring your international learning to life.

Thank you to Ms Sihota and her team of students
who prepared the application, and to all those who
were involved in any of the activities.

~ =
Over the next year we will be working towards the
full International Schools Award, which involves
setting up additional activities. One of these is a
link with Tampines Secondary School in Singapore,

funded through the British Council's Connecting
Classrooms scheme.

2855 CONNECTING

CLASSROOMS

More details will follow in a future edition of
Headlines.

Mrs R Smith - Deputy Headteacher

Building Educational Bridges - Singapore
| recently had the privilege of being involved in the
British Council's Building Educational Bridges
exchange. Ten UK headteachers were linked with
10 principals from Singapore.

The UK heads hosted our Singapore colleagues in
November in London; the programme for the week
included visits to some schools in London and
meetings with Ofsted and he Department for
Education, as well as time spent developing an
understanding of each other’s school systems.

The return leg took place at the end of January
where we received a warm welcome (much warmer
as we went from below freezing in the UK to 30°C in
Singapore!). The programme was broadly similar,
with school visits, and time spent at the Ministry of
Education and the teacher training institute.

The two systems are very different. The Singapore
principals were interested in our ability to recruit
our own staff and viewed Ofsted’s inspection
regime with amazement and incredulity. In
Singapore, teachers are recruited centrally by the
government and deployed where they are needed.

Singapore’s system promotes high standards, and
our Government believes that much can be learnt
from them. We were interested to learn that the
Singapore government has decided that their
school curriculum had over-emphasised academic
success at the expense of students’ wider
development. Their focus now is on student-
centred education driven by moral values and the
development of ‘21st century’ learning attitudes
such as resilience. We have much to learn from
each other and we look forward to developing the
relationship with our new partner school.

Mr J Constable - Headteacher
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Governor update

We are pleased to welcome three new Governors
to the Governing Body of Langley Grammar School

Following the recent election we are delighted to
announce that Mr Sudhi Pathak and Mrs
Davinder Sukham have been elected as parent
governors for a term of four years.

We would like to express our sincere thanks all
those parents who put themselves forward for
election.

Following advertisement and interview the
Governing Body has appointed Miss Clare
Fitzgerald as a community governor, also for a term
of four years. Miss Fitzgerald is a former Langley
Grammar School student and is currently senior
partner at a firm of solicitors based in Slough.

Governors have also attended a number of school
events during the course of the term. Among the
comments received after visits to the production of
Blood Brothers and the Spring Concert were the
following:

“Just a brief note to ask you to extend my
admiration and congratulations to the entire cast,
directors, musicians and production team of Blood
Brothers. LGS’s production was streets ahead of
the West End production which | saw some years
ago ......... Kate, Shivani, Jonny, Ethan and Daniel
gave truly superb and memorable performances,
and were complemented by some excellent
interpretations in smaller roles — the police spring to
mind. ....... It’s about the entire cast and team. -
with such limited space, the chorus choreography
and slick props changes, for example, were
brilliant.”

“I thoroughly enjoyed the concert tonight. There
was such a rich variety of music and it was good to
see all the year groups involved. | was delighted to
hear that the junior orchestra has been established
and hopefully will allow younger students to grow in
musical ability and confidence as they continue
through the school.

“Besides such talented instrumentalists | was
impressed by the calibre of the solo
vocalists....... The students seem to really being
enjoying the experience of performing and this must
reflect the support, inspiration and enthusiastic
teaching they have received from the staff.”

Mrs L Simmonds - Clerk to the Governors

National Recognition

We have again received national recognition for the
value we add to students’ achievements at GCSE.

SSAT

SSAT, the Schools, Students and Teachers
Network, recently undertook its annual in-depth
analysis of official Department for Education data
on all state-funded schools in England and
identified Langley Grammar School’s success.

inquire
inspire
innovate
impact

We have qualified for an SSAT Educational
Outcomes Award by being in the top 10% of
schools nationally for progress made by pupils
between their key stage 2 results at primary school
and their GCSE results at age 16.

EDUCATIONAL

OUTCOMES
AWARDS 2014

We have been invited to receive our award at a
regional celebration ceremony in May.

Sue Williamson, Chief Executive of SSAT said:

‘Langley = Grammar  School should  be
congratulated for their exceptional achievement.
They have proved themselves to be leading the
field in improving GCSE outcomes for their
students. There is so much good practice that
this school could share, and | hope they will join
us at the celebration evening for the chance to
network and share strategies with award-winning
schools.

‘These results are testament to the commitment
and hard work of the students, teachers and
leadership team at Langley Grammar School,
and show what can be achieved when skilled
teachers have high expectations and ambition for
every young person. | am proud that this school
is a member of the SSAT network.’



Slough School Sport Network

We recently received the following email from Laura
Goodall, School Games Organiser for the Slough
School Sport Network.

Slough School Sport Network recently ran a High 5
Netball competition for Slough primary schools at
Langley Grammar. Part of the School Games
pathway, the High 5 Netball competition saw 25 teams
from 17 schools present (approx. 220 children from
Yrs 5&6) and is regarded as one of the Network's
flagship events.

Langley Grammar provided 8 Year 10 sports leaders
and one of the schools Young Ambassadors to act in
an officiating capacity for the tournament. They were
Tanya Bittar-Massally, Tia Dhaliwal, Iqra Khan,
Mahek Vara, Manini Gangal, Tanvir Nagra, Tasvir
Brainch, Nimita Kodam and Ruby Sewell.

The students conducted themselves in a highly
professional manner and were ideal role models for
the primary school children in attendance. Being
an umpire is not an easy job but the students, with
guidance from other netball coaches and staff, did a
great job officiating the games. With so many schools
and school staff present, officiating can be a daunting
experience but this did not seem to phase them. The
girls worked with a super confident manner and I've
had feedback from primary school staff that they did 'a
really good job' and were 'lovely helpers.'

In addition to the High 5 netball competition, earlier in
the year, Langley Grammar provided 6 hockey
leaders to assist with the Slough primary schools In 2
Hockey competition at Slough Hockey Club. We had
in excess of 110 children from 11 schools across the
borough taking part (children were in Yrs 5&6). The
students worked hard to keep the games flowing and
again | had some great feedback from staff.

The Network has further primary school competitions
planned on the Langley Grammar School site in the
summer term - Yr 5&6 Orienteering on 27th April and
Yr 5&6 QuadKids Athletics on 19th May. Again,
Langley Grammar sports leaders will be on hand to
support the running of the competitions - pop along if
you can to see some of them in action!

The Network could not run events without the support
of sports leaders and of course the PE departments
that help to co-ordinate these opportunities for their
students (and other schools) too. Langley Grammar
has always been a super support to the Network in
terms of the provision of sports leaders and also use
of facilities for hosting events and we can't
thank David Close and his PE team enough for their
time and support in helping us make things happen.

Your students and staff are a credit to your school
and a real asset to the Slough School Sports
Network.

Laura Goodall - Slough Schools Sport Network
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Biology Challenge GY C
The Biology Challenge \»Q %
is organised by the Society S

of Biology for Year 9 and 10 &4
students and aims to involve

as many 13 to 15 year old
students as possible in a
challenging and interesting
competition

12 students took part from Langley Grammar
School.

Within that group the winners were:
1st Vianca Shah (75 / 110)
2nd Amar Patel, Romesha Aslam (69)
4th Irfaan Ahmad (65)
5th Gurleen Muker (63)

SOCIETY OF

E
$

NEWS

On Thursday 19 March several students were
involved in producing reports on various Focus Day
activities as part of the 2015 BBC School Report.

Thank you to Daniel George (11V) and his team
who did a great job on the technical side. Yiou can
see the reports here and there will be more to
follow in the next edition of Headlines.

LGS Headlines
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Blood Brothers

Written by & Mischa Bhabra (6H) & Pratyush Jain




73 Spring Concert

Written by John Carlton & Amrita Heer (10K)




PGL Netball Weekend

Written by Anna Andrei & Zoe Shai (9V)
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Year 12 Careers Network Event

Written by Aneesa Ishfaq (6B)




Year 12 Aachen Work Experience

Written By Jenogika Jeyakumar (6C)
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Year 11 Art Visit

Written by Harshav Mahendran 11R & Talha Sadiq 11K

R ,,.EV L

B T3 ’)‘,';v.'
; Ay
2 o




Ines

LGS Headl




Return from the Western Front

Written By Mr Langford (Head of History)
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Year 9 Careers Event

Written By Summayah Ishfaq, Farah Robertson, Jaslina Gill

Learning to Work
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Year 8 Geography Trip

Written By Jasmine Panesar (8S)




Year 8 History Trip

Written By Jasmine Panesar (8S)




x5 Yr 8 IBM Hursley Blue Fusion Event

Written By Faheem 8H, Naman 8H, Yash 8S, Fayotomi 8R
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Slough Youth Parliament Update

Written By Faheem Anwar (8H)




Library News

Written By Mrs Shine (School Liberian)




World Book Day

Written By Mrs Chowdhury (English Department)




